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IN THE CLAIMS: 

1 . (Previously Presented) An apparatus for determining the density of at least one 
fluid within a pipe, the apparatus comprising: 

a first sound speed meter positioned at a first sensing region along the pipe 
which provides a first system effective sound speed signal; 

a second sound speed meter positioned at a second sensing region along the 
pipe which provides a second system effective sound speed signal; 

a signal processor, responsive to the first and the second system effective sound 
speed signals, which provides a density signal indicative of the density of the fluid within 
the pipe based on a calculation that includes the first and the second system effective 

sound speed signals, and 

wherein the first sensing region has a first compliance and wherein the second 
sensing region has a second compliance and wherein the first and second compliances 
are different. 

2. (Previously Presented) The apparatus of claim 1, wherein the first sensing 
region has a first cross sectional compliance and wherein the second sensing region 
has a second cross sectional compliance and wherein the cross sectional compliances 
are substantially different. 

3. (Canceled) 

4. (Previously Presented) The apparatus of claim 1 , further comprising a concentric 
shell positioned around each of the first and the second sound speed meters thereby 
isolating the first and the second speed meters from an outside environment. 

5. (Currently Amended) The apparatus of claim 1 , wherein the first and the second 
sound speed meters dotormino r*sp a r.iivelv provide the first and second system 
effective sound speed «§nai signals from one-dimensional acoustic pressure waves 
traveling along the pipe. 
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6 (Previously Presented) The apparatus of claim 1 , wherein at least one of the first 
and the second sound speed meters comprises a fiber optic based sound speed meter. 

7. (Previously Presented) The apparatus of claim 2, wherein the first or the second 
sensing region of the pipe comprises a non-circular cross sectional geometry. 

8. (Previously Presented) The apparatus of claim 7, wherein the non-circular cross 
sectional geometry comprises an oval shape. 

9. (Previously Presented) The apparatus of claim 2, further comprising an input line 
positioned between the first and the second sensing regions to provide a substance into 
the fluid. 

10. (Previously Presented) A method for measuring the density of a fluid within a 

pipe, the method comprising: 

a) measuring a first effective system sound speed at a first sensing region 
with a first compliance along the pipe and providing a first effective system sound speed 

signal; . 

b) measuring a second effective system sound speed at a second sensing 

region with a second compliance different from the first compliance along the pipe and 
providing a second effective system sound speed signal; and 

c) calculating the density using the first and the second effective system 

sound speed signals. 

1 1 . (Previously Presented) The method of claim 1 0, wherein the calculating step (c) 
comprises: 

d) subtracting the first and the second effective system sound speed signals 
to obtain a difference related to a compliance difference between the first and second 
sensing regions. 
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12 (Previously Presented) The method of claim 10, wherein the measuring steps (a) 
and (b) comprise measuring a propagation velocity of a one-dimensional acoustic 
pressure wave traveling through the fluid. 

13. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 10, wherein the etefM* measuring 
steps (a) and lb) i ho first and th n rnr ond effectiv e s ystem cound opcode comprise 
comprise measuring a strain of the pipe. 

14. (Previously Presented) The apparatus of claim 1, further comprising a tube 
positioned along either the first sensing region or the second sensing region and within 
a flow path of the fluid within the pipe. 

15. (Currently Amended) An apparatus for determining the density of at least one 
fluid within a pipe, the apparatus comprising: 

a first meter positioned at a first sensing region along the pipe; 

a second meter positioned at a second sensing region along the pipe; 

a signal processor, responsive to signals from the first and the second meters, 
which provides a density signal indicative of the density of the fluid within the pipe 
based on a calculation that includes the signals from both the first and second metef 
meters; and 

wherein the first sensing region has a first compliance and wherein the second 
sensing region has a second compliance and wherein the first and second compliances 
are different. 

1 6. (Currently Amended) The apparatus of claim 1 5, wherein the first sensing region 
has a first cross sectional compliance and wherein the second sensing region has a 
second cross sectional compliance and wherein the cross sectional compliances are 
substantially different. 

17. (Currently Amended) The apparatus of claim 15, wherein the first and the 
second meters determine respectively provide [[a]] first and second system effective 
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sound speed signals from one-dimensional acoustic pressure waves traveling along the 
pipe- 

1 8 (Previously Presented) The apparatus of claim 1 5, wherein the at least one of 
the first and the second meters comprises a fiber optic based sound speed meter. 

19. (Previously Presented) The apparatus of claim 15, wherein the first or the 
second sensing region of the pipe comprises a non-circular cross sectional geometry. 

20. (Previously Presented) The apparatus of claim 15, further comprising an input 
line positioned between the first and the second sensing regions to provide a substance 
Into the fluid. 

21 (Previously Presented) The apparatus of claim 15, further comprising a tube 
positioned along either the first sensing region or the second sensing region and within 
a flow path of the fluid within the pipe. 

22 (Previously Presented) A method for measuring the density of a fluid within a 

pipe, the method comprising: 

a) measuring a first parameter at a first sensing region with a first compliance 

along the pipe; 

b) measuring a second parameter at a second sensing region with a second 
compliance different from the first compliance along the pipe; and 

c) calculating the density of the fluid using the first and the second 

parameters. 

23. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 22, wherein the calculating step (c) 
comprises: 

d) subtracting [[a]] first and [[a]] second effective system sound speed signals 
to obtain a difference related to a compliance difference between the first and second 
sensing regions. 
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24 (Previously Presented) The method of claim 22, wherein the measuring steps (a) 
and (b) comprise measuring a propagation velocity of a one-dimensional acoustic 
pressure wave traveling through the fluid. 

25. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 22, wherein the measuring step steps 
(a) and (b) comprise measuring a strain of the pipe. 



Page 6 

3d44ai_1.DOC 

PAGE 7/8 * RCVD AT 3/1/2005 3:00:51 PM [Eastern Standard Time] ' SVfcUSPTO-EFXRF-2/0 " DNIS:7464000 * CSID:+7136234846 * DURATION (mm-ss):02-14 



